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About the Conference

The Women, Peace, and Copflict Conference is a first for
the UW System Women’s Studies Consortium and the
Wisconsin Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies, two
of the three co-sponsoring organizations. Although we
are in many ways natural allies, we have never before
“shared” an annual conference. In j joining together, we

hope to do the following:

* create a theoretical basis for understanding some of
the issues and problems assoc1ated w1th women
and peace

* pull together two networks in order to discover
common interests, and

+ * supply concrete ways of disseminating information
and acting for a more peaceful world.

When you ook at the conference program, you will

- notice that the range of topics is broad and varied. The
sessions will focus on the conference theme in almost
every imaginable way, from the personal to the interna-
tional, the historical to the artistic. We are honored to be
able to offer keynote addresses by two distinguished
speakers, Agate Nesaule and Denise Sweet, and papers by
regional, national, and international participants. k

Because of the timeliness of the topic, we expect that this
conference will have a wide appeal to various groups—for
exampld, academics, community activists, students, and
- educared citizens—and we invite you to join us for a
powerful and enriching experience.

Conference Coordinators:

Laura Wendorff
UW-Platteville

Sharon Roberts

The Wisconsin Institute for
Peace and Conflict Studies

Anne Statham
UW System Women’s Studies
Consortium Qutreach Office

'O Contribution to Scholarship Fund $

Registration Form

. Women, Peace, and Conflict Conference

October 21-23, 1999

Name
Title
Agency/Institutional Affiliation
Street address/PO Box '
City/state/zip

Work phone - Home phone

E-mail

* Please register me for the conference:

Postmarked on/before After
. Oct- 1 Oct 1
(4 Full 2-day conference $60 $70
(includes Friday lunch, reception, '
Saturday brunch) .
O Friday only - $45 $50
(includes lunch and reception)
 Saturday only $30 - $35
(includes brunch)
@ Full-time student/low-income  $35 $35
(full conference) ’
Amount enclosed - $_

(to enable the above low fee to be offered)
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $___ - § -

Please send a visitor parking permit for a commuter lot
and a campus map for: -,

(A Thursday, October 21

[ Friday, October 22

No permit required for Saturday, October 23.

Payment method
([ Enclosed is my check or purchase order,
payable to UW-Placteville

" [ Please charge to the following account

(d MasterCard O VISA
Card No. Expires
Cardholder’s name

Mail to: Office of Continuing Education
UW-Platteville
136 Warner Hall
1 University Plaza
Platteville, WI 53818
Phone:  608-342-1314 or toll-free at 1-888- 281-9472

Fax: . 608-342-1454 (must include payment by
. credit card or purchase order)
Web: http://www.uwplatt.edit/ -cont_ed/register.htmt
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Agate Nesaule, Professor Emeritus in the Departments of
Languages and Literatures and Women’s Studies at the
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, received a 1996 .
American Book Award for A Woman in Amber: Healing
the Trauma of War and Exile. This powerful anti-war story
tells of Nesaule’s childhood in
Latvia, her suffering during
World War I, the continuation
of that suffering after her family
had emigrated to America, and
the healing she eventually
experienced by writing her
memoir. Called “heartbreaking
yet inspiring” and “a book to
stun anyone out of compla-

cency,” A Woman in Amber is the story of displacement
and the unspeakable tragedies of war, but it is also a rale
of survival and recovery. Readers have found Nesaule’s
book valuable not only for its insights about war and
personal suffering, but for its depiction of mother-
daughter relationships and the experience of war for
women and girls. Agate Nesaule, who lives in Madison,
Wisconsin, has won numerous awards and honars for her
teaching and writing. She was one of the founding
members of The Wisconsin Institute for Peace and
Contlict Studies.

Denise Sweet, an Anishinaabe (White Earth) poet and
professor of Humanistic Studies at the University of
Wisconsin-Green Bay, has presented over 100 public
readings in the United States, Canada, Mexico, and
Guatemala. Her poetry has
appeared in many publications,
and in 1995 her Songs for
Discharming won the North
American Native Authors First
Book Award for Poetry and the
Diane Decorah Award.for Poetry.
Critics have noted the beauty of
her phsases and the freshness she
brings to ordinary subjects. Her
work has been commissioned by the Great Lakes Inter-
Tribal Council, and has appeared in museum art exhibits
as part of multi-media presentations of Native American
creative expression. Sweet’s keynote address will focus on
tribal and non-tribal women involved in environmental
justice issues in the Great Lakes region.

: ’




Special Conference
Opportunities and Exhibits

-

Domestic Violence Vigil
On Thursday, October 21, at 6:30 p.m., Family Advo-
cates, Inc., of Platteville will host a candlelight ceremony
to remember victims and honor survivors of domestic
violence. The ceremony will take place in City Park in
downtown Platteville, and will consist of songs, survivors’
stories, presentations, a candle lighting, and a prayer for
peace. As part of the ceremony, life-size silhouettes of
women and children who have died as a result of abuse
will be displayed. The twelve adult silhouettes depict the
age, race and cause of death for each adult victim. The
children’s silhouettes have no identifying information (in
order to protect the privacy of the families who are still
living in the area). The ceremony is about one hour long
and is free. Following the ceremony, the silhouettes will
be moved into the Ullsvik Center Beaux Arts room,
where they will be on display for the conference.

Aria Da Capo

On Thursday, October 21, at 7:30 p.m., the UW-
Platteville Women'’s Studies Program will present Edna
St. Vincent Millay’s anti-war play Ariz Da Capo in the
Choral Room of the Center for the Arts. First performed
in New York in 1919, Aria Da Capo is Millay’s pointed
response to World War 1. The play begins when an idle
conversation between Columbine and Pierrot is inter-
rupted by Cothurnus, who demands that the stage be
turned over for the enactment of a tragedy. The actors
who enter from their dressing rooms are cast as shepherds
constructing a wall in their pasture, a powerful metaphor
for nationalism. As the drama unfolds, the audience is
made to undérstand not only the tragedy of war, but also
the absurdity of its causes. A discussion between audience
members and actors will take place after the play, with a
reception following in the lobby of the Center for the Arts.

Conference Exhibits
A number of exhibits relating to the conference theme
can be viewed in the Beaux Arts room of the Ullsvik
Center throughout the conference. In addition to the
domestic violence silhouettes presented by Platteville’s
Family Advocates, Inc., Jacqueline Haessly, a peace and-
family life educator from Milwaukee, will exhibit her
“Images of War: A Review of Selected Artists and Their
Work.” This work, a series of photographs, showcases the
way artists of different time periods who have worked in
different media communicated messages about war. A
number of organizations, including The Wisconsin
Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies and the UW
System Women’s Studies Consortium, will have
materials for display. Books by Agate Nesaule
and Denise Sweet will also be for sale.

Conference Sponsors

Founded in 1985, the Wisconsin Institute for Peace and
Conflict Studies is a nonprofit, non-stock corporation
currently comprising 20 member institutions. Its mission
is to encourage and legitimize teaching and research on
the roots of violence, on national and global security
issueg (including ecological security) and on all factors
necessary for a just global peace in the post-Cold War
world. Dedicated to enriching academic and public
discourse oh issues of violence, peace, justice, and the
environment, the Wisconsin Institute in all its activities
imposes no preconceived answers upon participants, but
rather invites the expression and thoughtful consideration
of the widest possible range of viewpoints. Some of the
programs planned for the 1999-2000 year include a
student conference, Speakers Program, the Journal for the
Study of Peace and Conflict, the “Dilemmas of War and
Peace” curriculum, distinguished faculty and student
awards, faculty development opportunities, and student
internships. ;

Since its establishment in 1989, the University of
Wisconsin System Women’s Studies Consortium has
acted as the formal organization of the fourteen campus-
based Women’s Studies programs and the UW-Extension.
Its goals include working to ensure the continued
development of women’s studies in the UW-System,
helping to maintain the System’s current national
prominence in the field of women’s studies, and creating
a unique inter-institutional model for educational
innovation. Along with the campus-based women’s
studies administrators, three primary statewide offices
work to carry out these goals: the Outreach Program,
Women and Science Program, and the Office of the
Women’s Studies Librarian. In working to reach its goals,
the Consortium has developed initiatives that have
received national and statewide recognition in several
areas, including women and science activities funded by
major grants from the National Science Foundation and
other sources; annual state-wide conferences; an annual
ceremony and reception honoring the contributions of
women of color; a range of outreach activities, including
a women and poverty initiative; and an audio-visual
collection.

The purpose of the University of Wisconsin-Platteville
Office of Continuing Education is to work in partner-
ship with people in southwestern Wisconsin to access the
knowledge resources of UW-Platteville. Continuing
Education coordinates credit classes in local communities
to meet the needs of adults who wish to broaden their
commitment to learning, especially educators who want
to learn about new teaching strategies, social issues,
educational research, and technology in a school setting,
The Office sets up non-credit workshops, seminars, and
classes to enrich the lives of adults and young learners in
the tri-state area. Continuing Education programs
for women and girls include the annual career
exploration conference for 7* and 8" grade girls,
“Expanding Your Horizons” and the ongoing
“Connections” luncheon series for women.
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